EDITORIAL                                       No. 79     November & December 2008 
Not a lot of space for an editorial, so Happy Christmas shopping!!

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – POPPY DAY

Poppies are on sale from 25th October to 8th November and will be available in the shops, garages and other retail outlets in Willand this year as we have been unable to find enough helpers to visit door to door. Please let us not forget why the Poppy Appeal is so important.

Since the end of the Second World War, British forces have been engaged in combat operations in numerous theatres worldwide. During this period, many have made the ultimate sacrifice and equally, thousands of service personnel have suffered terrible injuries. Many have fallen on hard times or their dependants have needed help. This falls under the heading of ‘Welfare’.

Welfare cases are increasing each year, thus putting additional demands on the limited funds of the Poppy Appeal.  In Devon alone, there has been a 20% increase since last November.  It is therefore vital that the Poppy Appeal continues to have the support it has enjoyed since its inception nearly ninety years ago.

Our National total in 2007 was £30 million and here in Devon we raised a massive £750,000 of that sum.  Please give as generously as you possibly can this year.  Thank you in advance,                            Mary O’Neill, Hon. P.A.O.
If anyone else is able to offer a space to site a collecting/dispensing tin/tray, please contact Mary via her ‘phone number inside the front cover. Ed.  

CRAZY PEOPLE WANTED AT EXETER UNIVERSITY

For our 90ft abseiling challenge. Can you take the ultimate challenge and “Leap in the Dark” to help us raise funds for Children’s Hospice South West??
‘U Can UK’ are looking for brave and crazy folk to participate in their latest abseil challenge at Exeter University on 1st Nov. 2008, to raise much needed funds for Children’s Hospice South West. Abseils will take place from 10am till 10pm so come and join us if you are hard enough!!

A spokesperson for Children’s Hospice South West said “We are always looking for different ways to boost our funds locally and this abseil is a fantastic, rare opportunity. We know that the money raised from this event will be invaluable in enabling us to continue our works”

Anyone wishing to take up this challenge should call Judith on 01803 614769 for further details. We are more than happy to take late entrants “on the day”.
BANKS IN CRISIS
Following the problems in the sub-prime lending market in America and the run on Northern Rock in the U.K., uncertainty has now hit Japan. In the last 7 days, Origami Bank has folded, Sumo Bank has gone belly up and Bonsai Bank announced plans to cut some of its branches. Yesterday, it was announced that Karaoke Bank is up for sale and will likely go for a song while today shares in Kamikaze Bank were suspended after they nose-dived. Whilst the Samurai Bank is soldiering on following sharp cutbacks, Ninja Bank are reported to have taken a hit but they remain in the black. Furthermore, 500 staff at Karate Bank got the chop and analysts report that there is something fishy going on at Sushi Bank, where it is feared staff may get a raw deal.


The average dog is a nicer person than the average person.
PUZZLE. Two days ago, Bert was 20 years old. Next year he will be 23. How is this possible?  Answer at the foot of the Willand Diary page.
‘Two for the price of one’ means only worth it at half the price.

1st WILLAND BROWNIES
Claire and Mel will be hanging up their boots and retiring as Brownie Leaders in the near future and are now looking for a suitable candidate /candidates to run your local pack.  With lots of help and training available, the new leader will need to be enthusiastic, energetic, fun loving and have a good sense of adventure to work with a fantastic group of young Brownies aged between 7 and 10.  If you think this sounds perfect for you then please call Mel on 01884 821818 or otherwise feel free to talk to us on a Brownie night at the village hall (Wednesdays). Remember, without suitable volunteers your local Brownie Pack won’t exist so please give it some serious thought.

MONEY SAVER

Those 0870/0871 & 0844/0845 ‘phone numbers can add up to a lot of money if you call them frequently. Look on www.saynoto0870.com/numbersearch  It allows you to type in the number you intend to call and then displays an alternative number, frequently a Freephone one. Ed.
C.A.M.E.O.

Recently, we learned the history of lavender by our speaker, Mr. Brown, whose family business started in 1932. We felt we were in the field of lavender being shown on his film when he sprayed the air around us with the perfume. His beguiling variety of bottles and phials left our ladies lavender perfumed and probably the village hall as well. Also highly impressive was Tilly Trotter, another speaker, with her 7 year old golden retriever guide dog, Kendal. Tilly, who was a highly qualified embroiderer, gradually lost most of her sight some years ago and has been left with slight peripheral vision, has had to learn a totally new way of life. Kendal, who is her third guide dog, has her total trust. Just for her to mention a place for a walk – and there are several choices – her bank, the shops, library for her audio books and so on, Kendal takes her there to the very cubicle in the bank, for instance, where she is always served. He stands in front of her if a bicycle is near, which she obviously can’t hear.  With the help of a special ‘sight’ fixed to her bow, she enjoys archery with the Wellington Bowmen.  Quite staggering!

Nine members visited H.M.S. Pinafore in Tiverton and loved it. The deck of the ship seemed to tilt with the clever choreography and a wonderful blend of voices and excellent orchestra, plus cannon-fire, which nearly shot us out of our seats, made it very worthwhile.

Very soon we’re off to the Merriemeade for lunch, skittles at the Merry Harriers and a behind-the-scenes visit to Morrison’s – oh, and Christmas dinner at the Verbeer.

With all this enjoyment, we are still finding time to look through our favourite 
recipe books for cakes we’re making for our Mega Coffee Morning on the 1st November, along with sorting books, wrapping mystery presents (and only one lady knows what’s in each, so we can’t cheat), shopping for extra special prizes for the draw, so leave your worries in the car park and come on in!
Our ladies wish you all the very best of the Season’s Greetings and peace and happiness for 2009.                                                                             Jo Hudson
My dog is really worried about the economy - Pedigree Chum is now up to 71p a can.

That's almost £5.00 in dog money.

WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME - 10 YEARS OLD.
Yes, the scheme started in Nov. 1998 with the founder members clearing and preparing the site. Perhaps some residents can remember the site as a bit of a ‘fly tip’, with many skips required to remove the accumulated rubbish. After the construction and associated works were completed, the site opened in Feb. 2003. Residents then and still continue to visit and deposit their prunings and grass cuttings. These (deposits) now total some 270 tonnes being ‘saved’ from landfill. Residents have also purchased some 4,640 bags of sieved compost at £1/bag. From these proceeds, the scheme has donated £750 to local causes and funds the ongoing maintenance and improvements of the site.

Looking  at  photographs of  the  site from  then  to now, it is amazing what the
founder members achieved, which is now continued by the present day members. Alas, none of the founder members still participate. The last two, Susannah Billeter and Alan Inman have recently left the scheme. Alan moved to Austria last year and subsequently, in July ’08,  passed away in his sleep. On Saturday 4th Oct ’08 a gathering of some 20 people met at the site for the interment of Alan’s ashes by a tree planted in his memory. Regarding the other founder member, Susannah Billeter, we are very happy to report that she is alive and well but were saddened at the news of her resignation which she announced at the October committee meeting. We will miss her style, enthusiasm and dedication, which included the duty of ‘Chair’. On behalf of the members and colleagues we say many thanks and wish you good fortune in your other endeavours.  

Turning to the present, we are confident that the residents of Willand wish for the scheme to continue! – let us be here in 10 years hence. However, we ask that if you will:-
1. Deposit only acceptable materials – if you see anyone dumping ‘illegally’, e.g., Fly Tipping’, please telephone MDDC (01884) 255255 to report this act. You can do this anonymously. Alternatively, inform us on a Sunday (between 10 - 12noon). If in doubt as to what is permissible to deposit - please refer to the sign on the gate, or be considerate and ask us – many of you do, with our thanks. What we don’t want are ironing boards, rotary clothes lines, or curtain rails to name but a few items dumped!

2.  Availability: To those who of you who support and/or use the scheme, we would like to offer an invitation for you to let us know your name and telephone number. We wish to compile a ‘contact list’. We would then contact and inform you about a job and then ask if you can help – yes/no. That’s it!  The job could be either manual (we have volunteers over 65 who do this), or attend meetings (every 8 weeks). Any thoughts/suggestions put by you at these meetings would be most welcomed.

BECOME A ‘CONTACT LIST’ COMPOSTER – HELP THE SCHEME TO KEEP GOING.  To contact us, please either visit the site any Sunday between 10 – 12midday, or contact: Tony Mander (01884) 821174. Email mail@tonymander.wanadoo.co.uk    Come and make new friends, enjoy the camaraderie and fresh air!
If your dog is fat, you aren't getting enough exercise.

DANCE YOURSELF FIT 
Have you ever been on holiday, watched the locals dance and wished you could join in? This is how we became interested in the European Folk Dance class – and we have kept it going for quite a few years now.

If this sounds daunting, don’t worry. If you have an ear for music and like dancing, the European Folk Dance class should be for you. You do not need a partner as the dances are either circle or line dances. All you need is comfortable footwear. The repertoire ranges from slow and meditative to fast and furious dances – you will enjoy the dances and the music, be in like-minded company – and use up calories into the bargain!

What better to do on dark winter evenings? We aim to meet on the first and third Thursday in the month. European Folk Dance class will re-start on 2nd October, 8 – 10 p.m. in Uffculme Village Hall. First session free to all comers, otherwise a bargain at £3.00 per two-hour session. Find out more from Joe and Renata on 01884 840527.

If you’ve been there, done that – move on.
WALK AND TALK CULLOMPTON 

Walk and Talk is for people of all ages. It’s particularly aimed at people who do little or no walking at present, (including those with a physical disability), don't like walking alone, or are recovering from an illness, to walk for their health, in a sociable way.  The walks are not competitive in any way and everyone is encouraged to walk at their own comfortable pace. The walks are free - although you may want to take some money with you to join the group for refreshments afterwards.
Walk and Talk Cullompton offers weekly short walks of 30 - 40 minutes, which are local on fairly even ground. These start from Station Road car park at 10.30 every Thursday morning.  Fortnightly walks of 1 - 1 and a half hours every other Tuesday starting at 10 am  and every other Sunday afternoon  starting at 2.00 pm, both meeting in Culm Valley Sports Centre car park and can involve car sharing.  These walks can be muddy and on uneven ground with some steep inclines.  A recent questionnaire revealed that 57% of walkers have made new friends, 33% are generally happier and 24% have more energy since joining Walk and Talk in other areas.

 

The Walk and Talk scheme is operated by enthusiastic and dedicated volunteers, without whom it would not be possible to promote walking for health in the community. We are always interested to hear from anyone wishing to join our friendly team - you can give as much time as you can spare. Volunteers are given free Walk and Talk training and on - going support.  For further information please contact Jo Birbeck, on  07770 646476 or Stan Jackson on 01884 32990 
Readers in libraries often turn to crime.

CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY CLUB

Progress is continuing on the three layouts in the clubroom. The “N” gauge has been transformed from a simple oval track to include turntable, station, bridge, engine shed, sidings and scenery. The “0” track-work is now complete and the members are concentrating on the appropriate scenery for the layout along with the rolling stock for the period depicted. Our learner “00” gauge layout is also nearing completion. It is referred to as a learner layout as most of us have been learning and trying out skills on this to understand the niceties of railway modelling. This is why it has taken so much time. However when complete it will have the ability to enable all engines and rolling stock from coarse scale to fine scale to be used on it Irrespective of whether diesel or steam. 
We are holding a coffee morning on Saturday the 6th December at the Square Corner in Uffculme when we will also have on display some of our members models and hopefully a couple of layouts. Anyone requiring further information should contact me on 01884 35589.                         John Crocker.
Be selfish with your sneezes.

WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL - Recreational Facilities Consultation
The Parish Council has been investigating the possibility and viability of improving recreational/sports facilities on the Parish field. It is hoped that the project might rejuvenate the field and bring additional facilities to the wider community. We are committed to respond to the results of the Parish Plan. The Parish Plan was formed from a survey of every household in Willand undertaken a few years ago. The results identified a shortfall in facilities for teenagers and young adults. Some suggestions were presented at the time but obviously some time has passed and so we wish to consider the current train of thought as well. As a resident of Willand, you are invited to contribute ideas and suggestions to be considered during the development of this project. 'The area of the Parish Field under discussion is that between the enclosed children's play area and the Youth Club (Village Hall). 
Previous projects have failed to materialise for one reason or another, however it is hoped that we can bring together all interested individuals and groups in our community to form a coherent desire to obtain some new recreational facilities. I would also like to believe it would be possible to enhance other aspects of the Parish field within this project, to further improve our enjoyment of the area.

This project is at the earliest of stages and we would hope to include the whole community in its development. Therefore, we would welcome the views and suggestions of individuals and groups that might have an interest in such a proposal. 

If you would like to comment, make suggestions or simply find out more information do not hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk. We have also provided a webpage where you can submit your views online at www.willandmatters.org.uk .             Roger Perrett, Willand Parish Council
Interest is for taking, not paying.
MORE NEWS FROM WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council would like to thank the many ‘unsung heroes’ in the village who collect litter (that we should not drop in the first place!), tend the raised beds, cut our grass, clean village signs, clip back hedges, help at the youth club and generally improve our environment. Their efforts do not go un-noticed, and on behalf of everyone in Willand we would like to say a big THANK-YOU.
The Council is also hoping to enhance our environment by endeavouring to improve the availability of public footpaths in and around the village.  Letters have already been sent to local landowners and while some of them have declined to help us for practical reasons (livestock), we are hopeful of a positive response from some of them.  We have been encouraged by interest shown in our efforts by Steve Gardiner – Rights of Way Improvement Officer for Devon County Council - and Richard Spurway - who is the organiser for the Parish Paths Partnership (known as ‘PP3’). It is early days but the Council is of the opinion that ‘Willand Walks’ would have many advantages for people of all ages and abilities in our community.  Many parishioners approach us to complain about the fact that Willand is currently very poorly served by lack of access to free and healthy exercise in our beautiful Devon country-side.  Currently, if anyone wants a decent walk they have to get in their car or use public transport to get to anywhere worth visiting. We all know how unsustainable and expensive this can be, as well as environmentally unfriendly and our close neighbour Uffculme does not the same problems so why should Willand?

So we are asking for some help. If anybody has any ideas with regard to potential ‘Willand Walks’, or about how we can improve our community for the benefit of everyone, please contact Sheila Eschle on 01884 839282.  Failing that, if there are any other issues you wish to raise about the village you are very welcome to contact any of the Parish Councillors (details inside the front cover) or come along to one of our Parish Council meetings, which are held every second Thursday in every month at Willand Village Hall. You would be very welcome.                                     Sheila Eschle, Willand Parish Council.
Responsible citizens are not the result of legislation.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
We continue to welcome new members to our Club and now have around 40 members. We had a visit from Colourwheel Plants nursery in September, where Mrs Bartrop told us about her first year in the horticulture business. We are having a talk about bees in October and will be going for our annual club dinner to Verbeer Manor in November. Our coffee morning in September went well – thank you to everyone who came along.
We would be grateful for any comments from you about the future of the Flower Show. If we cannot get support from you, we will not be able to run a Show in 2009. We would like to know the answers to the following questions:

1. Do you think there should be a Willand Flower and Vegetable Show?

2. If there were one in 2009, would you support it a) by entering an exhibit and
    b) by coming along to see the exhibits?

3. If you would like to enter, what would you exhibit – flowers, vegetables,
    crafts, photos or flower arrangements?

4. Are there any other classes you would like to see on the schedule?

5. Is there anything you think we could do to make the Show more successful?

If you would like to respond to these questions, please drop a note in to me at 4 Orchard Way, email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a message on my answer-phone. We really would appreciate your replies. This Show has been an important event in the Willand calendar for over 60 years. It would be a pity for it to be discontinued through lack of support. It is very much a show for amateurs and you need no special qualifications or expertise to enter, so please give it a try.             Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary.
It’s better to send flowers to live people than to wait for a funeral.

WILLAND SCHOOL
I am delighted to have this opportunity to introduce myself as the new Headteacher of Willand School. Many of you will already know me as I have worked at the school for the past 12 years and I feel very privileged to be given the role of leading the school. I am exceedingly proud of all that we have achieved and know that with your support we can continue to be a successful school in which our children can flourish.

I would like to thank all of you who helped us give Miss Calderbank such a tremendous send off during July. We certainly managed to surprise her both at the ‘This is your Willand School Life’ presentation and the tea party on the penultimate day of term.

We are now looking forward to our Diamond Jubilee to celebrate the sixtieth year of the school on its present site. The children would like to hear from any former pupils, parents, governors or members of staff of Willand School so that they can interview you and learn about your school days. If you can’t come in to see the children then please let us have your memories by email. (jubilee@willand.devon.sch.uk). We would also be delighted if you could come and see what education at Willand School looks like in the 21st Century. We are holding an Open Afternoon on Wednesday 19th November at 1:30pm and look forward to seeing you.                                                   Anne Hawkins
If you think dogs can't count, try putting three dog biscuits in your pocket and then give him/her only two of them.

CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH 

Christmas is coming. After all the rain in August, it has been great to have so much sunshine recently. It has meant that all the jobs that should have been done in the summer have finally been done. It makes it all the more surprising to see Christmas goods in the shops. There are some people I know who buy the Christmas presents during the summer. Even if you are not one of those people, here are 2 dates to help you celebrate Christmas. 
The Carol Service at the Village Hall on Sunday, December 7th at 6.30pm, is for everyone to come to. This is organised by the church but is for the whole village to enjoy. Community groups from the village chose the carols and contribute to the service. Come early to get a seat.
There is a chance for more carol singing, when hopefully, all the shopping is over. On Monday 22nd December at 7pm, Radio Devon will be broadcasting a live Carol Service. The intention is that people can tune in and join in wherever you are, on your own or with other people.  I look forward to hearing all the carols ringing out over Willand                          Rev Paul Booth

BEAT SURGERIES
We have now held two Beat Surgeries at the Village Hall where representatives from the Police, Parish Council and District Council were available to speak to members of the community about any concerns or issues they may have. Unfortunately, only one member of the community has attended so far with no one attending during the surgery in October.  I am hopeful that the lack of interest is an indication that no one has any issues to discuss with us but I am also slightly concerned that people may not be able to attend the surgeries at the times they are being held.  If this is the case and you were unable to attend then please contact me at Cullompton Police Station or a representative from the Parish Council and we could discuss holding future surgeries on a different day or at a different time. The next Thursday surgery will be on the 20th November at 6 o’clock and I encourage you to come along and have a chat with us if you are able to make it. 
We would like to know what your concerns are in Willand and so will continue to hold these surgeries for the next couple of months but if interest does not increase then they will stop. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Neighbourhood watch schemes used to be run by a police officer based at our Head Quarters in Exeter but recently it has become the responsibility of local officers to set up and run these schemes.  As such, Jonathan and I are keen to meet all those people who are currently neighbourhood watch co-ordinators in Willand and anyone else who is interested in the scheme or would like to set a neighbourhood watch up on their street.
We are holding a Neighbourhood Watch meeting in the Village Hall on Tuesday the 11th November 2008 at 1930.  Please can all current Co-ordinators try and make it and anyone else who is interested in supporting this cause or finding out more. e look forward to meeting you then.            PC Katie RICH.

When you do a good deed, don’t ask for a receipt.

NEW ADVERTISERS

You’ll remember I try to occasionally include a ‘preview’ of interesting advertisers on my waiting list, whilst they wait for a space to become vacant. Maureen is one of these:
COTTAGE CAKES AND FLORALS

I have been given the opportunity to introduce myself and my craft to the people of Willand and the surrounding areas, in the hope that I can offer a service from that which I love doing most. My name is Maureen and  my husband, our 17 year old daughter and I have recently moved to the area - my husband to farm, our daughter to college and myself - well, I hope, to a 'busy' retirement!
My talent lies in creating cake decoration. I can make all kinds, using sugar-paste, flowers, figures, frills etc...  I am also able to make the cakes if required but have found in a lot of cases the customer has a favourite recipe and would prefer to bake it themselves and then bring it to me to decorate. This also keeps the cost down! I have been doing this for about 18 years and had a great response whilst living in New Zealand. It seemed that once word got out, I became really busy!
My other love is floral design, which I studied in New Zealand. My passion is for arrangements but I’m able to cover most floral aspects. I like to make occasional or dinner party table arrangements, Christmas garlands or displays for the mantle-piece or anywhere in the home. Maybe you would like to give someone a table decoration for a gift. I could create this at home then deliver it, or perhaps you would prefer to collect it. I believe this home service is a unique idea. I also offer, for a small fee, a clear away service for large arrangements after the event.

I hope I can tempt some of you into giving me a call to see if I can help with your celebration. I have a price list for both baking and decorating, or just for decorating. Floral work would be costed by size, content and time. I look forward to hearing from you.                                      Maureen Averill. 840689
You never value what you have until someone else is flaunting it.

JOB OPPORTUNITY??

Curtain Makers required to work from home on a self employed basis, making hand finished curtains, soft blinds & soft furnishings, to the highest standard. Must be able to work to a deadline.  Please contact Nadia Baker-Whyte for further details on 01823 672082.
Don’t worry about tomorrow – you’ll never catch up with it.
OVER 60’s CLUB

Over the past couple of months we have had well attended meetings. In September, John Allan, from the R.S.P.B. was our guest speaker, who illustrated his talk with slides of many British birds, which was very informative and interesting.  Our outing to Looe during this month was again blessed with fair weather – especially in the morning.  Our Coffee Morning was not as well attended as it could have been – we just hope that the November 15th one will be better. This will be our last Coffee Morning before Christmas – so we will try to give it a Christmas flavour. The ‘wildlife’ card stall I’m sure will have festive cards and there will also be a Number stall – cake stall and our big raffle, which always has useful prizes.
By the time this magazine arrives through your letter-box, we will have celebrated our Harvest Thanksgiving Service. We had two trestle tables full of vegetables, flowers and fruit, which was auctioned off by Mr. Mares and we were able to send a donation of £60.00 to the ‘Blue Cross’ animal sanctuary, near Tiverton – which was our chosen charity for this year.                     

October  will  see  many  of  us taking  a  trip  through  the  Wye Valley and  in 
November, we will be visiting Gloucester. Dates are in the Willand Diary and non-members will be very welcome if seats are available.
I know it seems a bit early but I’m sure all our members would like to wish everybody a Very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.

                                                                                              Margaret Atherton
There is room for more than one person in the right.
GETTING THEM IN ! 

On November 9th at 11am, people from our village will gather at the war memorial in the church yard at St Mary’s to observe a two minute silence, to remember with great respect those who have given their lives, serving in the forces, in times of war. Numbers are dwindling at these events because, of course, the generation for whom the loss was felt most acutely are themselves a dwindling generation. In the news earlier this year, members of one of the largest teaching unions made a bid to prevent army recruiters from visiting their schools, claiming it was ‘inappropriate’ to encourage young people to consider military service.  I couldn’t disagree more with their sentiment!

I’m Arthur Norman-Walker, married to Anna, who is the vicar in Willand.  Unfortunately I don’t fit the mould of the traditional vicar’s wife!  I am a serving Army officer and work in Army careers.  My job requires me to work in schools and colleges across Devon and Cornwall and I love it!  I am a former regular Army officer and served for 17 years in the Devon and Dorset Regiment, serving in Germany, Northern Ireland, Uganda and a number of other places.  In 2001, I became a secondary school teacher in Nottingham for 2 years; which turned out to be far more dangerous than anything I had done in the Army, so I rejoined as a careers officer in Sept 2003! 

I am passionate about recruiting for the Army.  I believe we are a force for good and I’m hugely proud of what our soldiers do all over the world.  The Army effectively works as the strong arm of government, doing the government’s will.  Some of the conflicts we have been involved in have been controversial, Iraq particularly.  There have of course been reports of soldiers abusing prisoners and I would never condone this type of behaviour. However, these cases have been very few and far between and 99% of what the Army gets up to is hugely impressive and incredibly brave, operating in extremely hot and dangerous conditions for months at a time, with the aim of bringing freedom and democracy to extremely unstable parts of the world.   

With this in mind, I am passionate about telling young people all about the Army and teaching them about some of the places where the Army is, or has been operating.  I have written presentations about Human Rights issues in Kosovo, Sierra Leone and am currently producing one on the current conflict in Afghanistan.  I have also written material to support the national curriculum in Geography through a presentation on the 2005 Kashmir Earthquake, which killed 80,000 people.  In all of these places, the British Army has been involved, playing a huge part in ending the ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and the 10 years of butchery and anarchy in Sierra Leone.  In Kashmir, Royal Engineer soldiers were sent to the Himalayas in November 2005, to build houses for those facing a harsh winter.  In 3 months they constructed 60 houses all over the earthquake zone.  In Afghanistan, the challenges are extreme and it is not yet clear whether we will achieve the international community’s aim of bringing some sort of stability and decency to the majority of Afghanistan’s 31 million people.  

I do a lot of curriculum support work but ultimately my job is to tell people all about the huge range of jobs we do in the Army and hopefully encourage some to take the plunge and join.  The Army is made up of soldiers who are not merely trained to use weapons - all those joining attend 2 phases of training.  The first phase is aimed at turning them into soldiers - they get fit, learn to live and work in harsh weather conditions and learn to handle and fire weapons.  After that, they go onto a second phase of training.  Where they go is up to them and depends on the trade they have elected and been selected to join.  We have over 140 different trades and jobs available and phase 2 training sees young people learn skills as mechanics, engineers, medics, communications specialists, maritime logistics specialists, veterinary assistants, police officers, chefs, dental assistants and drivers, to name but a few.   That’s why the Army is often sent into difficult parts of the world before other civilian agencies; we can package a group of soldiers together who can fight but also deploy an array of skills that are useful in bringing stability to war torn parts of the world.  My job is to tell them all about this – what they do with the information is up to them!   
Perhaps we would do well to take a moment this Remembrance Sunday and recall these challenging words ‘When you go home, tell them of us and say, for your tomorrow, we gave our today.’                           Arthur Norman-Walker

Courage is taking one step, then another and keeping on going.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Some of you new to the village may not know much about the Village Hall and how it is run. It is a registered charity and therefore governed by regulations laid down by the Charity Commission. The Hall does not receive any public funding, relying solely on income from hire charges, donations and fundraising events. It is managed by a committee of trustees representing village organisations and members of the public, who have to run the Hall following Charity Commission guidelines. Our Trust Deed states that the Village Hall’s objective is to provide social, educational and leisure facilities for the benefit of the inhabitants of Willand. We are allowed to charge lower fees to residents of Willand for private functions and to genuine organisations in the village. Organisations and individuals living outside the parish and Willand residents hiring the Hall for events with an entrance fee have to pay a higher rate to hire the premises, as they are not covered under our Trust Deed. We are sometimes asked to give special rates to other charities, particularly when these events are arranged by Willand residents, but we are not allowed to do this under our Trust Deed and these events must incur Class 3 charges. If you wish to know more about how the Hall is run or if you might be interested in becoming a trustee, please contact me.
By the time this article is printed, we will have held our coffee morning, which was hopefully a success. The next big fundraising event is the Christmas Bingo on Tuesday, 25th November. Please come along and support us.
There are several Adult Education classes going on in the Hall, as well as Upholstery, Tai Chi, Keep Fit, Pilates, Short Mat Bowls, Garden Club, CAMEO, Over 60’s, Folk Dance, Line Dancing, Bingo, Whist, Brownies, Pram and Pushchair Club, Coffee mornings and Parish Council meetings – so there is something for everyone.
The Hall is getting well booked for the autumn, but there are still some times free, particularly during the daytime on weekdays. Please contact Tony Wills on 34782 for availability or google Willand Village Hall on the Internet.
                                                               Carol Allan - Village Hall Treasurer
Dogs are not our whole life but they make our lives whole.

SPICELANDS
Dear Editor.    I have just received an email to say that "Just This Day" will be a world event on 28 November 2008.    Elizabeth Edmunds had an idea that has become a vision, which is to get people to stop together on one day - NOVEMBER 28th.   She invited organisations and faiths to open their doors to everyone who wishes to take part on November 28th by simply being still.   Her wider invitation to the entire world population is to ask everyone to switch their mobile phones to silent mode for some time on the day and to just take 3 minutes to allow their minds to also fall quiet. You can find out more by looking at the website:  http://www.justthisday.org/about.php     I hope that I will be able to put Posters about the event in as many villages as possible in the Culm Valley.  
 

As we did last year, Spiceland Quaker Meeting House, Uffculme, Cullompton EX15 3AZ will be open between 11am and 3pm on 28 November 2008.   Light refreshments will be available. Thank you for any help you can give.   Yours in friendship,                                                                     Pat Bell (01884 841375)

My memory’s not as sharp as it used to be.  Also, 

my memory’s not as sharp as it used to be.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

We would like to give a warm welcome to our lovely new teachers who started at the beginning of the school year. They are Miss Belding who teaches Y1/2 and Miss Norrish who teaches Y5/6.  They are both getting on very well with the children.
The School Council has been elected with two children from each class.  The chairman is Aron and Vice Chairman is Joanna. The first meeting we talked about Jeans for Genes Day on Friday 3rd October. We discussed if we wanted to wear jeans and raise money, or just raise money. We chose to wear jeans and raise money! Altogether we raised £200.06 for a charity which helps children who have a problem that runs in their genes. The children brought in £1.00 and wore jeans to help raise money for this charity. Now all the money has been sent off. Thank you to everyone who brought in some money to help this charity. Let’s hope it will make a difference.
We would like to tell you all about our connections with the Churches in Willand. Reverend Anna from St Mary’s Church visits us to take assemblies, to tell stories from the bible and encourage us to enjoy different beliefs. Secondly, Rev.Paul from the Methodist Church also visits Willand School with his puppet to tell fascinating stories, slightly different to Anna’s. Everyone absolutely loves it when they come in and would hate it if they stopped. 
The  school’s football club has started with Mr Colegate. There will be a new coach Mr Fry, for the older children to help them prepare for matches. Hi Five with Miss Blight has started but there will be no matches this term because they are organizing matches with other schools. Grow, cook and eat club are planning a new vegetable plot for next season. This will give the children the opportunity to let them grow their own fruit and vegetables and let them eat them. Tag rugby club has started however there are no matches yet. Mr Lang has emailed other schools but is waiting for a reply. Key Stage One Art Club will be starting after half term with Mrs Pearce for Year 2 children. Choir practice has started with Mrs Hope and the choir are already rehearsing for the harvest festival, the Over 60s and the Christmas Fair, where the choir will be singing lots of songs. Also the choir will be rehearsing for the 60th anniversary of Willand School. 
From 26th – 30th of September the school book fair took place. It was a great success we managed to raise £294.79 . Thank you to the mums who helped run it. This means we get £103.18 to spend on books. We hope you enjoyed it and hope to see you all next time.
By the time you read this the School will have held its annual Harvest Festival.  The Festival is an annual celebration of our Harvest which we feel does not get enough appreciation. So on behalf of the whole school we would like to say we hope all of you had a Happy Harvest.
This year’s Christmas Fair is to be held on the 28th November. The fair includes games, food and drink, prizes, gifts, raffles and most importantly…   FATHER CHRISTMAS!!!  It starts at 18:00.You are welcome to come along, we look forward to seeing you there.
As we all know, the Key Stage One plays in the past have been tremendous! So why don’t you come and see this years outstanding play. The dress rehearsal will take place on the 10th of December when senior citizens can come for free, but if you think it is so brilliant, and you want to come again on the 11th, we are afraid that you will have to pay! The tickets will be around £2.00, (available from the school office) so you won’t have to spend a fortune! Drinks and refreshments will be available during the interval, thanks to the PTFA. All people are welcome so please come along. We hope you enjoy it! We hope you will join us in our other productions throughout the year and next year. Thank you and Merry Christmas from the whole School!                                   Year 6
WILLAND YOUTH CLUB

We have a lot to report this time - the car boot sale was a great success! Thanks to the sellers, bicycle sellers, Nigel’s ice creams, the prize draw donations and of course the people who came along and spent some money.  You all helped us raise almost £500.  The Willand Pink Dragon Majorettes performed for us too, they practise at the Youth Club on Tuesday evenings and are always on the look-out for places and events at which to entertain.  Contact Nigel or Sam on mobile 07926 570600 for any enquiries or new members. The money raised at the car boot sale will be used to kit out the new rooms following the extension, hopefully being completed in the New Year. We hope it doesn’t cause too much disruption to the Village Hall area and our apologies if it causes you any inconvenience. More details on the extension in the next issue as we have so many things to mention.

The Prize Bingo is still growing from strength to strength and also raised nearly £200 last month. This money helps towards the day-to-day running costs.  Dates are advertised in local newspapers, posters around the village and on the www.willandyouthclub.co.uk , generally being the last Saturday every month at the Willand Village Hall, the last one for this year being November 29th a Christmas special!
The “summer” day trip by coach to Woodlands was great fun, there were a few “showers” but you can’t expect to go there without getting a little wet anyway.

We have now, with the help of Devon Youth Service, been able to appoint a new youth worker.  Jackie Milton started at the beginning of September and is already proving a big hit with the older group.  We are very pleased to have a youth worker at last, as we have been trying to secure one for some time.  Jackie is very aware that on Mondays we currently have a predominantly male club and is very keen to hear from the girls as to what they would be interested in.  A suggestion has been to do a make up / hair / fashion evening so we are currently trying to arrange this.  The club is going to be putting up an ideas board so that the young people can let us know what they’d like to do, so if you’d like to go paint balling, ten pin bowling, swimming, horse riding or anything else, we are going to try and facilitate it.  So get along to the club and let us know what you would like to do.
There is already so much to do at the club, here is just a taster:- Bouncy mat, basketball, football, hockey, arts & crafts, hama beads, computer games, music, darts, pool, badminton, volley ball, rounders, tennis, roller blading, table tennis & air hockey.  New members are always welcome, it costs nothing to join, and just 50p per visit.
The club opens for the following sessions: Over 13’s meet Monday 7-9.00pm (we occasionally also hire sumo wrestling outfits for this group also). 10-13’s meet Thursday 6-8pm, 5-10’s meet Wednesdays 6-7.30pm. Discos are usually held monthly on Friday evenings.  Entry to these is only £1.
The 5-10 years will be “interviewing” some of the volunteer staff to find out who they are, where they’ve been and what they have got up to throughout their lives - the children will really “get to know” them on a new level.
New ideas and/or new helpers are always cheerfully received.  It’s a great place to meet new friends and have fun with existing ones.  We have a letterbox at the entrance, so you can always drop us a note or we have a telephone (01884 35218) with an answer-phone, the number is also now printed at the front of this magazine.  If you would like to come and join us but would like to talk to someone first then just give Julie Lester a call on Mobile: 07882 035289.
The club has also just launched a website www.willandyouthclub.co.uk  -  it is quite basic at the moment but it will hopefully be updated soon.  Well done to Alex for making a start on it, many thanks                                      Sally Taylor
Beginning is easy – it’s the continuing to the end that’s difficult.
DEVON ADULT & COMMUNITY LEARNING! 
Now is the time – don’t put it off!  Are you looking for a new challenge? Do you want to learn a new skill and get a qualification? Do you want to learn for fun or to build your confidence? Whatever your reason for wanting to learn, we have a large range of courses to meet your needs: Arts & Crafts; Computer Skills; Languages; English and Maths; Complementary Therapies and Work Related Training.

Devon Adult and Community Learning offer a wide range of opportunities at local centres throughout Devon, including Willand. We offer courses during the day and evening and at weekends too. So why not try something new or progress to a new level? We can help you to achieve new skills, meet new people and enjoy yourself.

This year is the National Year of Reading and we will be supporting this with a number of events and activities throughout the year. If you want to improve your reading skills then our Skills for Life courses could be just what you are looking for. It’s easy to join and our staff can give you all the support you need. Devon County Council works in Partnership with the Learning and Skills Council to bring you this wide range of learning opportunities. Funding supports skills development, qualifications for work and courses for personal development. This means there is something for everyone in our course listings for the New Year. As a service, we want to meet your needs as far as possible. If you have special requirements or need help in order to be able to join a course please contact us, we may be able to help. A new brochure for courses for Spring & Summer 2009 will be available from lst December.  
We are also happy to hear from you if your interests aren’t catered for by our programme. We update and refresh the programme on a regular basis and suggestions from learners are always welcome. If you need further advice, information, or a new brochure, contact us and leave your name and number so that we can post one to you hot off the press - contact Devon ACL at Cullompton ACL, The Learning Centre, Exeter Road, Cullompton, EX15 1DX
If you simply want to enrol by telephone you can now contact the ‘My Devon’ service on 0845 1551014. Alternatively, you can download information from www.devon.gov.uk/adultlearning
ST. MARY’S  CHURCH
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those members of our community who responded to our appeal for donations for the building work we are having done at St Mary’s.  As I write, we are nearing the end of ‘phase one’ of the project which was the repair work on the church building and the installation of new pews. We hope to begin ‘phase two’ soon - our church hall work is no less a vital part of our project, with many groups meeting there from within our community. Our informal congregation ‘Parish Praise ‘ is in desperate need of Sunday school facilities for the twenty plus children who attend weekly and it would be wonderful to not have to accommodate the church office in the Rectory! We continue to need further funds to see the project through, so if you are someone who would like make a donation we would love to hear from you.
Our builders have commented on the many visits from friendly passers by and were delighted to explain what they were up to. The church building has a good damp proofing system in place now and our pillars have been restored. Carpets are laid and improvements made to the kitchen and toilet facilities. Our new pews, made of natural English yew, are being made by local craftsmen in Tiverton and we await their delivery. We are confident that normal services will resume by late November and would encourage you to pop in and take a look. More than that, why not stay for a few moments and pray? 
The world around us is moving at such a pace we rarely take time to stop and reflect on what really matters.  Recent events in the world of finance have left many people with a fresh realisation that putting our confidence in money is a poor choice indeed. Christmas will be upon us in no time at all and we will undoubtedly become caught up in the frenzy of it all and find ourselves in the New Year wondering if it was worth it. n the Bible it says: Be still and know that I am God. In the midst of our busy lives I believe we need to hear these words afresh.  God’s call to us all is to take time to discover in the stillness his love, his peace and the message of hope he offers to us all.            Rev. Anna x
There is no better psychiatrist in the world than a puppy licking your face.
THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA
Nick & Wendy Robinson are going to walk part of The Great Wall of China in October 2009, for 9 days, to raise money for the Royal Air Forces Association (RAFA), a National Charity giving help to serving and ex serving RAF Personnel and their dependants. Wendy works for RAFA in the Wales, Midland & South Western Area Headquarters in Exeter, so knows first hand the good work that is done for the RAF families.
Nick & Wendy, who live in Townlands, Willand, have to raise a minimum of £6000 to take part in this Challenge. They hope to do this through sponsorship and events throughout next year, including an auction at the Castle Hotel in Bradninch around Easter time. If you would like to sponsor them, either ring them at home on 01884 34678 or go to their fundraising page at  www.justgiving.com/wendynick.Very many thanks,                 Wendy & Nick 
Anyone who doesn't know what soap tastes like never washed a dog.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
First of all, we were glad to receive correspondence from a Willand 'exile', Geri Holloway, who recalled the incident of the wandering cow which was reported in the Tiverton Gazette on 24 August 1943 and mentioned in the last Parish Magazine.  Geri wrote that, "I well remember the commotion and consternation when the cow barged her way into (my great aunt) Kezia Chick's kitchen.  As well as looking in the mirror, she put a foot through the floorboards in that room and would have ventured upstairs too if she hadn't got wedged at the bottom of the staircase!"

Next a plug for this year's Willand History Group Exhibition on Saturday 29th November 2008, in the Club Room of Willand Village Hall from 10 am ‘til 12 noon.  There will also be refreshments available at the Willand Methodist Church Coffee Morning, which is being held in the main hall while the exhibition is on.  The exhibition will include displays on the
history of a threatened house - The Gables, the recent MDDC report on the Willand Conservation Area in the Old Village, as well as a wide selection of images of people and places from Willand's recent and not-so-recent past.  However, the main theme for this year's exhibition will be local genealogy and research into family histories.  Available for consultation will be a selection of genealogical resources held in the Willand Archive - including the baptism, marriage and burial registers of St Mary's Church (pre-1837) and other parish records, census returns, trade directories, selected wills and various other documents relating to family history. There will be guides on what these documents are and how to use them, as well as where to go for further advice or to carry out detailed research.  If you have an interest in family history, or if you would simply like to know more about Willand's past, please feel free to come along - all are welcome!
Also at the exhibition there will be displays on selected families with strong ties to the parish of Willand, to show how the genealogical resources can work. For example, one family which held an important role in the village for over 100 years was the Parkhouse / Partridge family. The Parkhouses were gentleman farmers based at Hitchcocks Farm, just to the north of Willand (in Halberton parish). By 1850 William Parkhouse (1796-1853) had retired from farming and was living at Harpitt House in Willand. His son James Parkhouse (1818-1901) also left Hitchcocks and after a brief spell living at Harpitt, purchased Verbeer House (now 'Manor').  His obituary described him:  'By sound judgment and enterprise in business, especially in connection with the purchase of landed property, he amassed a substantial fortune; and being the largest owner of real estate in the parish he was often spoken of as "the Squire."'  James was actively involved in village affairs, a generous benefactor of the poor and was churchwarden of St Mary's Church (1867-98).  In 1898 he built the Parish Room (old Church Hall), which he provided to the parish rent-free to be used by Willand's various parochial and leisure organizations. James Parkhouse and his wife Mary had no children, so the Parkhouse estate passed to his two nieces Eleanor and Mary Ann, the daughters of his late sister Mary Ann, who had married John Joyce of Somerset.  One of his nieces, Mary Ann Joyce, never married, but Eleanor Joyce married John J.L. Partridge of Nymet Rowland, Devon and the Parkhouse estate eventually
passed to the four children of John and Mary Partridge: Margaret (1893-1967), Eleanor (1894-?), James (1896-?) and Stephen (1899-?).  Their eldest daughter Margaret Partridge became a qualified engineer around the time of the First World War and was an early female pioneer in a profession which was considered primarily male dominated.  Having held many important positions in her profession, she retired in 1946 and lived the rest of her life back in Willand, at Harpitt House.  Like her
great-grandfather, James Parkhouse, Margaret (known to most as 'Miss Partridge') was very active around the village, including filling the role of President of Willand's Women's Institute and the Willand Produce Association.  One of her most memorable achievements was to organize the women of the parish in doing the wiring and installing the electrical
appliances for the new Willand Village Hall in 1956/57.
Finally, we recently received a letter from someone living away from the parish, who suggested the idea that Willand History Group forms a 'Friends of Willand History Group'.  This would be for those people who are not  able (perhaps through distance) or maybe not inclined to be an active member of the History Group but nonetheless would like to be kept
informed of group activities, research, archive acquisitions etc.  The only obligation would be a small annual subscription to cover the cost of a newsletter - this would be made up of items such as more in-depth articles on research being conducted by the History Group or articles with historical background to some of the topical issues going on in Willand, as well as information on History Group events, inclusion of the various historical incidents and anecdotes that did not make it to a Willand Parish Magazine article.  Such a publication might also become a focus for people doing research into families with a Willand connection and could feature articles from people not necessarily connected with the History Group. We are still working out the logistics of forming a Friends of Willand History Group, with such a newsletter, and in particular we would like to know how many people this would appeal to.  If you might be interested in such a scheme, or would like to know more, feel free to phone the number shown below (if I am not in, please leave a message and I will do my best to get back to you!).
                                                                        James Morrison (01884 250057)
(With regard to the cow, Derek Rowe called on me recently to own up to the fact it was his fault. Ed.)
The reason a dog has so many friends is because  he wags his tail instead of his tongue.
HOAX EMAILS
‘Tis the season for the odd, innocent-looking email, quite possibly from a trusted friend or colleague, which suggests that if you follow the instructions, you’ll be far better off than if you ignore it.  There’s a common saying that if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. Although I’m sure there are many others, one particular website, www.hoax-slayer.com  provides a list of hoax emails past & present, so perhaps it’s worth having a look through it before you pass on untold numbers of other peoples email addresses in complying with the ‘request’. Or type in the main details/names in the email to ‘Google’ and see if that comes up with anything. It’s worth taking a bit of time to check something out before making a stupid mistake.                                              Ed.

Just as I was getting used to yesterday, along came today.

AND FINALLY

I’ve had to leave a couple of articles out of this issue because there just wasn’t enough room – the number of pages in each issue have to be multiples of four. I’d like to make the Christmas issue (published in the week before Christmas) ‘bright and cheery’, so if you can send me something in that vein, early, I’d be extremely grateful.                                                                                          Ed.
WILLAND DIARY            
November
Saturday        1st  “Leap in the Dark”   Exeter University,    10.00am – 10.00pm 

Saturday        1st  C.A.M.E.O.  Mega Coffee Morning        W.V.H.,      10.15am 

Monday        3rd   Culm District Flower Club                       W.V.H.,        2.15pm
Tuesday        4th  Willand Rovers Bingo                              W.V.H.,       7.30pm
Thursday      6th  C.A.M.E.O.                                               W.V.H.        7.15pm

Sunday         9th  Remembrance Day Service,  St. Mary’s,                     10.45am
Tuesday      11th Neighbourhood Watch Meeting,               W.V.H.,        7.30pm

Wednesday 12th
Willand Garden Club–Bees and attracting them  V.H., 7.30pm
Thursday    13th Over 60’s Club                                           W.V.H.,       2.15pm

Friday         14th Willand Whist Drive (please check notices)

Saturday     15th Over 60’s Coffee Morning                        W.V.H.,      10.15am

Tuesday     18th 
Willand Rovers Bingo                               W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Thursday   20th   Police & Councillors Surgery,                   W.V.H.,       6.00pm

Monday     24th  Over 60’s Outing to Gloucester                 W.V.H.,       9.00am

Tuesday     25th
Willand Village Hall Christmas Bingo      W.V.H.,       7.30pm
Friday        28th
WVH Blood Donors

Friday        28th  “Just This Day”

Friday        28th Willand Primary School Christmas Fair                         6.00pm

Saturday    29th
Methodist Church Fayre                 W.V.H., 10.00 ‘til 12.00pm
Saturday    29th 
Willand
History Group                    W.V.H.  10.00 ‘til 12.00pm
Saturday   29th
Willand Youth Club Bingo             W.V.H.,                  7.30pm
December

Monday        1st Culm District Flower Club                        W.V.H.,        5.00pm
Tuesday       2nd
Willand Rovers Bingo                              W.V.H.,         7.30pm
Thursday     4th  C.A.M.E.O.                                               W.V.H.,        7.15pm
FRIDAY    5TH   CUT-OFF FOR THE DECEMBER MAGAZINE   

Saturday     6th  Model Railway Club Coffee Morning, Square Corner,Uffculme

Sunday       7th  Carol Service,                                             W.V.H.,        6.30pm

Tuesday      9th
Willand Tennis Club Christmas Bingo     W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Wednesday/Thursday 10th/11th –  Willand Primary School Key Stage One Play

Thursday    11th Over 60’s Club                                          W.V.H.,        2.15pm

Monday      15th Over 60’s Club Xmas lunch. (by coach)   W.V.H.,      11.15am

Tuesday     16th
Willand Rovers Bingo                               W.V.H,         7.30pm
Thursday   18th  Police & Councillors Surgery,                   W.V.H.,       6.00pm

Monday     22nd  Live Carol Service on Radio Devon,                             7.30pm
Today is the 1st January. Bert’s birthday was on the 31st December, yesterday, when he was 21. The day before yesterday he was 20, he’ll be 22 this year and 23 next.






